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LOW WATER USE
DROUGHT TOLERANT PLANT LIST

OFFICIAL REGULATORY LIST FOR THE
ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
PRESCOTT ACTIVE MANAGEMENT AREA

This is an official regulatory list that was developed to guide the regulated community in
choosing low water use and drought tolerant landscaping plants. Within the Prescott AMA, all
plants irrigated with groundwater within any publicly owned right-of-way of a highway, street,
road, sidewalk, curb or shoulder which is used for travel in any ordinary mode, including
pedestrian travel, may be used only if the plants are listed on the ADWR Low Water Use Plant
List (or any subsequent modifications to the list) for the Prescott AMA. Per the Third
Management Plan, the director may waive this requirement under special circumstances. This
requirement does not apply to any portion of a residential lot that extends into a publicly owned
right-of-way.

This list can also be used as a resource for residents and businesses that are interested in
conserving water through low-water-use landscaping. These plants can be grown in the
Prescott area with no-to-moderate supplemental irrigation once the plant is established. All
plants listed can grow with less water than traditional high water use landscape plants and do
not require more than the Prescott AMA criteria for low water use plants: a maximum of 12
inches of supplemental irrigation on an annual basis, not including rainfall.

Individuals wishing to add or delete plants from the list may submit an application for

modification to the Prescott AMA office for consideration. The list will be amended as
appropriate. The list and application may be downloaded from the ADWR website at
www.azwater.gov.

An advisory committee reviews all applications for modification and submits recommendations
to the AMA Director for final consideration.

The Prescott AMA extends its gratitude to the following members of the Plant List Advisory
Committee for their generous contribution of time and expertise:

Dusty Eiker, Mountain West Landscape Resources

Charlie Hildebrant, Mountain Path Landscaping

Steve Morgan, T. Barnabas Kane & Associates

Jeff Schalau, University of Arizona — Yavapai County Cooperative Extension
Nichole Trushell, Highlands Center for Natural History

Harold Watters, Watters Design & Garden Center

Cover Photo: Special thanks to Jim Morgan of Wings of Nature, Wildlife Photography and
Recordings, for the use of his photo: Mexican cliff rose, Cowania mexicana stansburiana

April 2006



DEFINITIONS AND KEY TO SYMBOLS

Water Use

The amount of supplemental irrigation that may be needed on an annual basis under normal
precipitation conditions once the plant is established. During an abnormally dry year, it may be
necessary to increase irrigation to achieve average annual precipitation in addition to the suggested
supplemental irrigation.

1= 0 —4 inches
2 = 5 -8 inches
3 = 9 — 12 inches

Note: 0.62 gallons of water is equivalent to one inch of precipitation on one square foot of soil.

Botanical Name
International binomial system in which the first name represents genus, and the second, species.
Additional words may be added to the name to describe further subdivisions.

Common Name
The non-scientific name by which a species of plant is known.

Local Zone

Area(s) within the Prescott AMA where the plant will usually succeed and where it should not require
more water than the amount of supplemental irrigation indicated under Water Use:

G = Grassland — 4,400’ — 5,000’ (average annual rainfall 10 — 14 inches)

T Transition — Pinyon Juniper/Chaparral/Oak Woodland — 4,400’ — 6,000’
(average annual rainfall 12 — 16 inches)
P = Ponderosa/Montane — 5,500’ — 7,800’ (average annual rainfall 16 — 20 inches)

Spreads in Cultivated Areas
Plant may aggressively spread by seed, sucker or other method in prepared, irrigated areas.
Invasive species have been purposely left off this list.

Seasonal Color

The season(s) in which the plant shows color in the form of blooms or foliage.
Details regarding bloom and foliage color are included in the Comments column.
W = Winter SP = Spring

SU = Summer F = Fal

Evergreen or Deciduous

E = Evergreen — has foliage that persists and remains green throughout the year

D = Deciduous — loses foliage at the end of the growing season

S =  Semi-deciduous — partially loses foliage at the end of the growing season

SC = Succulent — has thick, fleshy, water-storing leaves or stems

Origin

Area or country to which the plant is native

N = North S = South E = East

W = West C = Central MW = Midwest

CA = California Mtn = Mountain U.S. = United States
N Am = North America S Am = South America Mex = Mexico

Med = Mediterranean

Comments
Includes notable information about the plant
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